'IRAQ
Committee dealing with the question of a ruler for 'Iraq, on
the opening day of the Conference, March isth, Mr. Churchill
declared that Faisal should be made to realize that his father's
subsidy as well as the British guarantee to the Sharif of non-
aggression from Wahhabi sources depended on Faisal's own
behaviour.
Although the approval of Amir Faisal's candidature was
almost a foregone certainty, the merits of the other candidates
were not overlooked at the Conference. The High Com-
missioner, speaking on March isth, did not believe that any
local candidate could be elected. The Agha Khan, whose
interests had become European rather than Asiatic, would not
accept the nomination. Sentiment for a Turkish Prince was
not strong enough to be considered. By the process of elimina-
tion as well as by his own merits, Faisal appeared to be the
only possible candidate.
The difficulties attending the installation of Faisal in 'Iraq
were not ignored. Warning notes were sounded as to the un-
doubted opposition of Saiyid Talib Pasha to any nominee
other than himself1 and as to the probable effect on Ibn Sa'ud,
an ally of Great Britain, of the establishment of the two new
Hashimi kingdoms: 'Iraq on the north and Transjordan on
the north-west. To counter possible active hostility from Ibn
Sa'ud who had already shown interest in the political situation
in 'Iraq, the Conference resolved that he should be acquainted
with the attitude of H.M. Government to Faisal's candidature.
The High Commissioner, accordingly, telegraphed to the Wah-
habi leader shortly after the Conference had adjourned. He
received in reply a letter, dated May yth, 1921, expressing Ibn
Sa'ud's thanks for the consideration shown him at the Con-
ference.2 After Faisal's departure for 'Iraq and Mr. ChurchilPs
1 Expected to take the form of anti-Mandate agitation.
2 Kohn's statement, History of Nationalism in the Near East, p. 308, that the
effect on Ibn Sa'ud of the setting up of the Hashimi princes was overlooked by
the British Government, is not borne out by the records of the Cairo Conference.
See Parl. Debates, H. of C., Vol. CXLIII (1931), pp. 2,65 ff. Also supra, p. 157*
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